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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read pravers.

TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OF
COMMITTEES.

The SPEAKER : 1 desire to announce (hat
I have appointed Mr. Withers, Mv. Hegney
and Mr. Sampson to be temporary chairmen
of committecs for the session,

QUESTION—TOURIST LITERATURE.

Mr. HILL asked the I'remier: What
amounts have heen expended each year by
the Government on tourist literature for
the last ten vears ended the 30th June, 19367

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS (for the
Premier) replied: Year 1926-27, £1,387 1s.
Jdy year 1027-28) £1,564 6s 3d.; vear
1028-20, £2,253 9« year 1820.30. £1,585
17s.: year 1930-31, €873 2« 9d.; wyear
19:31-32, £311 114, 11d.; year 1932.33, £408
135, 8d.: vear 1935-3+ £571 6s.; year
1934-35, £173 15: &l.; year 1935-36, £764
10s. 104.

QUESTION—AIRPORT, RE-NAMING.

AMr. J. MaeCallum SAIITIT asked the Pre-
niier: 1, Have the Government been con-
sulted by the Federal authorities regarding
the naming of the new airport at Bulls-
brook? 2, Js it eorrect that the Federal
Government propose to glorify one of their
members by naming the airport “Pearce”?
3, As the foisting of such a name on our
principal aercdrome would be extremely re-
pugnant to the majority of Western Aus-
tralians, will he make an emphatic protest
against the proposai?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for the
Premier) replied: 1, Yes. 2, The Federal
authorities suggested the rame of Pearce.
3, The new townsite he: been gazetted as

Kingsford, and the Federal authorities in-
tormed that this name cannot he altered.

QUESTION—ELECTRICITY, DIRECT
TRANSMISSION.

My, XORTH asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Does the consumption of electricity
in the metropelitan area vastly exceed the
ligure at which it was considered some years
ago advantageous and more cconomical to
transmit high tension current direct from
Collie? 2, Does the new installation at East
Perth signify abandonment of the major
Collie power scheme? 3, ¥as the experi-
enee gained in the Melbomne Yallourn
seheme strengthened the ease for the direet
transmission of the bulk of supplies here at
some future date?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS {(for the
Minister for Railways) replied: 1, Yes, but
improvements in modern steam plants for
power stalions have altered the position. 2,
Yes, 3, No.

QUESTION—EMPLOYMENT, FULL-
TIME WORK.

Mr. NEEDHAM (withont notice) asked
the Minizter for Fwmployment: Will the Min-
ister inform the 1louse when the Govern-
ment are likely to finalise consideration of
the question of providing fultl-time employ-
nent o Linproving the existing conditions
of relief workers?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT
replied: The matter las already received
consideration by Cabinet, and it is expected
that a decision will he arrvived at within the
next few days.

GOVFERNMENT BUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE.

On motion by the Minister for Lands (for
the I’remier), ordered: That on Tuesdays
and Thursdays Government business shall
take precedence of all motions and orders
of the day.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.
MR. NORTH (Claremont) [4.37]: At the

outset, Mr. Speaker, I desire to congratu-
late yon upon eleation for your second term
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of office in the Chair. An event of major
importanee has oceurred since we last met,
I refer to the death of the late King and
the establishment on the Threne of His
Majesty, King Edward VIII. The acces-
sion to the Throne of His Majesty is sig-
nificant at this particular juncture, for the
reason that our present King has shown
himself a great democrat at a time when
in other countries there are dictatorships,
rebellion and revolution. His Majesty has
been giving a lead to his subjects with re-
gard te problems that confronf, not only
Western Australia, but every other coun-
try. Ile hus touched upon the economic
paradox that has given so mueh trouble in
various countries for many years past. IHe
has even gone so far as to state in his
gpecches that production and econsump-
tion must be brought into proper re-
lationship.  Se  upon  that  particular
peint, which has received so mush atlention
for some time past, we have received
from the Throne a lead that I lope
everyone will follow.,  His JMajesty has
shown himself to be a great reformer, and
that has been demonstrated by hig action
in travelling throughout Great Britain,
pointing out the evils of the sium problem.
On the oceasion of his visit to the giant
Cunard liner “ Queen Mary,”” he took the
opportunity to inspect the poorer parts
of Glasgow, and, as a result, fo make
known fto the nation the difference that
existed between the building) of one of

science’s  greatest marvels and marine
engineering  triumphs, and the terrible

hovels in the city and distressing econdi-
fiens under whiech some residents of (Gilas-
gow existed. With that lead, we on the
Opposition side of the House can continue
to press for an improvement in the con-
ditions of those who have suffered from
the consequences of the recent depression.
It is plensine to notice indications on the
Giovernment side of the House of a desire
to secure improved conditions and better
treatment for those who are in receipt of
part-time cmplovment only. I was glad
that the Leader of the Opposifion men-
tioned the point in his speech last evening,
and he went fturther by stating that the
farmers were placed in an even worse posi-
tion. I realise that when Opposition mem-
bers bring pressure to bhear on the Gov-
ernment fo improve conditions, the occu-
pants of the Treasury Benech adopt a dif-

ferent attitude. They have always stood
for conditions as they are, and endeavour
to justify their actions. The curious thing
iz that whoever may be in Opposition
always apply that pressure, and whoever
may be in eharge of the (Government al-
ways ndvance justifieation for existing con-
ditions, I presume it iz inevitable, but
nevertheless now we have the lead given
us by His Majesty the Iing who has openly
demanded improved conditions for the
poorer seetion of the community, we ean
rejoice in renewed energy to earry on the
agitation. Not only has the present King,
as a great reformer, lent his encourage-
ment to the adveeacy for improved condi-
tions, but now we find additional encour-
agement in the fact that one of the world’s
leading economists, My, J. M. Keynes, who
has published a new work [rom which I
propose to quote a short extract that
should prove interesting to members. It
should assist those sitting in Qpposition as
well as those sitting behind the Govern-
ment, who are anxions to sceure improved
conditions. Mr. Kevnes has deliberately
changed the whele of his ideas regarding
Lhow to overcome the depression, and his
views should encourage us to proceed with
the work. In his latest hook, entitled ‘‘The
Theory of TUnemployment,” Mr. Keynes
includes a reference that should encourage
us vegarding the policy we are advecating.
Hoe states—

If nations ean learn tn provide themselves
with full employment by their domestic poliey,
there need be no important ecomomic forces
calenlated to set the intervest of one country
against its neighbours. There would no longer
be @ pressing motive why one country need
force it3 wares on another or repulse the
offerings of its neighbour, not because this was
necessary to enable it to pay for what it wished
to purchase, but with the express objeet of up-
setting the equilibrium of payments so as to
develop a balance of trade in its own favour.
1t will he seen that Mr. Kevnes suggzests
that the previous export complex that has
been foreced on the world is no longer
tenable. He has directly urged the Gov-
cruntent to do what we have heen advocat-
ing, namely, to establish a domestie set-
tlement along the lines of full-time em-
ployment. The pressure that has becen
brought to bear hy Opposition members,
and the questions asked on the Government
side of the House, should resuit in action
hieing taken by Ministers.
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Mr, F. C. L., Smith: Mr. Kevnes was re-
ferring to a Government possessing greater
powers than our Government,

Mr. NORTI: But he indicates how those
powers can be Jinked up. Years ago definite
action was taken by this Parlinment fo alter
the whole of our financial arrangements,
and the Loan Council was brought into
heing. Ever since then our financial powers
have been largely delegated to that body.
That would not prevent the present or any
other Government from bringing before the
Loan Counneil the various neeis of the State.
So far as T am aware, the Government re-
ceived almost everything they asked for at
the last mecting of the Loan Counecil. There-
fore, any pressure for the adoption of fnll-
time work or the amelioration of the work-
ors’ conditions should have heen provided
for. To eomplete the new outlook, Mr,
Keynes also said—

The id¢as of cconomists and political philoso-
phers when right or wrang are more powerful
than is cemmonly understood. Indeed, the
world is ruled by liitle clze. Practical men who
helieve themselves to be guite exempt from any
inteilectunl influences are usually the slaves of
some defunet ceonomist.

The power of vested interests is vastly exag-
gevated compared with the gradual encroaeh-
ment of ideas, not immediately but after a
certain interval, for in the field of ceomomieal
and politicul philogophy there are mot many
who are influeneed by new theories after they
are 25 or 30 years of age, so that the idens
which eivil servants and politicians snd cven
agritators apply te eurrent cvents are not likely
to he the newest. But seon or late, it is ideas,
not :estad interests, which are dangerous for
good or evil.

In other words, he really points out that
when we analyse the motives that guide us
at the Loan Council and elsewhere, we are
working on probably old-fachioned ideas,
which leads one to hope that pres-
sure of this kind by the people through
their representatives will eventually bring

the changes desired in the conditions
of those who are not so fortunate as

they might be. ¥ hope that an announce-
ment will be made by Cabinet in a few days
that aetion will be taken to place men on full
time. Onc effect of such action would he
that business would revive immediaiely, be-
canse there would be better markets for
those people whe have goods to supply. We
have to remember another point, namely,
that the whole situation in Europe has
altered since the last DParliament was
dissolved.  This bhrinzs me {0 the most

preseing motive which would justify us in
bringing about an expansion of onr sceond-
ary industries. 1 refer to the need for de-
fence. The defence motive must be promin-
ent from now on, and it seems to me that
one of the first things we in this State will
have to do will be to develop our power sup-
plics. At present we have enomuous primary
industries establighed here, hnt if we ave
zoing to defend this eountry, action must be
tuken almost immediately to expand our
pepulation and, side by side with that, our
secondary industries. Some months ago the
Federal Attorney General, Mr. Menzies,
while in England, made an intervesting state-
nient. He spoke over the air on the short-
waves, the speech having been deliv-
ared at an important function on the subject
of migration. He made the clear statement
that immigration to Australia could not be
regarded £rom the point of view of Further
primary production as in the past, but must
be regarded entively from the point of view
of cstablishing secondavy industries and ang-
menting our population. That wus a new
ontlook for a Federal Minister. Tf there is
a State of the Commonwealth above all
cthers needing that improved halance in ifs
industries, namely an increaxe of secondary
industries, it is Western Anstralia.  Tor
some reasoh we have been brought aup to
consider this State as pureiv a  primary
producing State. With the menaee of inva-
sion upon us and the need {or general ex-
pansion, the time has come to press strongly
for Government policy for the development
of secondary indnstries in this State. It
must be noticcable to evervhody whenever
o new industry is suggested-—recently the
manufacture of motor ears and aeroplancs
has heen proposed—how New South Wales,
Victoria and even South Ausiralia rush to
obtain the benefit within their own horders.
The time has come when we should be in the
picture. If we are going to step into line
with the Eastern States, we must visualise
in Western Australia o population of at least
5,000,000 people hefore we can cffectively
hold the country. Those 3,000,000 people
conld ensily be provided for ro-dav by the
primary producers,  Fvery wmember of a
country constituency will hear me ont in
that =fatement. With our present furming
areas and pastoral holidinz:, provided thev
were properly and fullv worked, we could
eagily supply the local markei.  Consider
now the other side of the pieture, the facrory
side.  What is the key? Cleap power
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and nothing else.  The rest is purely
a matter of brains, which can be paid for.
My, Marshall: What would vou do with
the products of sccondary industries or
factories? Who would buy them?

Mr. NORTH: One might make the same
remark rvegamling Vietoria or New South
Wales. The Federal Grants Commission’s
report contained a very important eontri-
bution from Mustralian economists to the
effect that it Australin reverted to primary
industries alone, it would he able to held
a population ol only 2,000,000 people as
against 67) wmillion at present. Therefore,
the bhalance of 435 million people is en-
tirely due to the fact that Australin has
secondary industries. I should mention
that the economists added that it would be
more efticient, in an economic sense, for
Auvstralia to have 2,000,000 people instead
of 674 million. The only obstacle to cnor-
mous expansion in Western Auvstralia is
the development of cheap power.

Mr. Marshail: Will you explain why
England. which lives on manufacturing,

has 23; millions of unemployed at the
present moment !

Mr. NORTIH: The hon. member is trving
to draw me olf the track. T do not wish to
touch npon zeneral subjects. Cheap power
is wlat we need in this State and we have the
~opportunity te provide it. T fought my
first election on that very question and
the Claremont clectors saw the foree of my
argument.  For vears we have battled to
eet the Collie power secheme developed, bat
unsuccesstully.  There has been s prefer-
ence for growing pumpkins by London bus
drivers. .\ sum of £6,000,000 or £7,000,000
has heen spent on group settlement, but
Iess than half of that expenditure would
have provided the eszsentials for a halanced
development of the South-West. T have
noticed that wherever there are large cities
and great secondary industries, it has al-
wavs been a very simple matter to produce
primary products.  Even at present, places
as far distant a~ Tasmania are very glad
to grow potatoes for the Sydney market,
and sp it @ocs on.  The secondary industry
is what Western Mustralia needs. So far,
however, we have only bheen toying with
the question. The secret, as 1 have said,
lies in the provision of cheap power, but
what are we doing?

The Minister for Employment: What
about purchasing power?

Mr. XORTEH: All our cheap power is
generated by hauling eoal from Collie to
last Perth. We have an enormous power
plant at East Perth, but the experience else-
where s that the most economical place
to wenerate power is at the pit mouth. If
we are going to develop this country on
the hasis of secondary industries, we must
carry high tension power lines from Collie
to DPerth and make adaptations for loeal
settlements en rvoute as required. Then it
would he quite easy to grow pumpkins to
the heart’s content, as well as ¢ther com-
modities, and there would he a market for
them; there would be people to eat them.

Mr. Marshall: How can people eat when
they have nothing with which to buy the
Heats™'?

Mr. NORTH : The hon. member will have
an opportunity to speak on the subject.
Due to the menace of invasion, the need
for defence and the changes in Burope, the
time has come when the Gevernment should
make a strong dvive to sceure the estab-
lishment of secondarv industries in fhis
State. The Premier should bring up the
subject at the Loan Couneil and have the
matter thrashed out in all its aspects. Tf
the ruestion were put point blank to econo-
mists and other advisers of Governments,
thex would agree that the only secret is cheap
power., The Yallourn sclieme in Vietoria
has proved itself, and there is no reason
why Colite or Irwin River coal should not
be used in this State to permit of the estab-
lishment of secondary induslries on a
deeent basis, The Minister for Mines will
agree with me that the industry which he
has sucecedad in fostering during the last
few vears, to the undoubted henefit of the
Btate, affords an instanec of how loeal
conditions ean bhe improved when one pery
away from the purely primary aspeet. The
greater the expansion, the better the mar-
ket for primary produocis. The suecess
achieved in the gold mining industry is an
indieation of what secondary industries
wollld do for the State. Bound up with this
auestion is the proposal to provide trollev
buses for Claremont. It seems to me
that only with great reluctance did
the Government decide to extend the
cquipment of the Fast Perth power
house. To make such an extension
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involves heavy cost, and it is done only to
meet existing requirements, Yet the Gov-
ernment are going out of their way to instal
a trolley bus serviee in the Claremont-Ned-
lands area at a cost of probably £100,000.
I wish to make myself very clear on this
point. 1 would not have it thought that I
am, ax it were, looking a gift horse in the
mouth. The people of Claremont were very
anxtons to secure hetter transport facilities.
They were very disgusted when, two or three
vears ngo, under the new transport regula-
fions, they were denied the right of utilising
motor huses amd taxis as a means of trans-
port.

Mvr. Raphael: Did not they ask for trams
in the first place?

Mr. NORTH: The hon. member means,
YeAVS ago—

My, Raphael: T mean you.

My, NORTH: The hon. member means
the local autharities and others in the Clare-
mont area some 15 years ago.

Mr. Raphael: And their member of Por-
limmnent.

Mr. NORTH: That is not so,

Mr. Raphael: It is.

Myr. NORTH: My friend has bheen good
enough to give me the opportunity to bring
np this matter. Aectually, the Claremont
trams were inaugurated at the request of the

then member for Claremont, Mr. Jock
Thamsoen, a fine feilow. The people of
Claremont asked for the extension. The

only part the hon. member here played was
when the request came up to extend the
transport from the Swanbourne station to
the sea front, That iz all we did. We are
now dealing with the guestion of the Gov-
ernment cxtending the trolley bus service
to Claremont. Whilst there 15 a great
neerd for sceondary  industries here, and
whilst the Government do not see their way
clear to going ahead with the Collie power
seheme, it appears to me that if we make
this hig demand upon our resonrees, and
expand our secondary industries and in-
ercase our population, we shall need every
unit of power oblainable from the East
Perth power louse to work the new fae-
tories, and supply domestic nceds. If the
CGiovernment  extend the trolley bus ser-
vice and increase their turnover in
this way, they will take away a great
deal of the limited power available from
the purposes for which the East Perth
power slation was orviginally designed. As
members know, there were aetualiy two pm-

poses at the back of {he establishment of
that institution. The first was to deal with
the various factories as they came into being,
and the seeond purpose was to electrify the
main railway from Fremantle to Northam.
1 wonder why the second purpose was
dropped. Members who have been in the
House for some years will recall that the
power station, which was established dur-
ing the time of Mr. Seaddan, was designed
s0 that our railway system from Fremantle
to Northam might be electriied. It is curi-
ous that that project has been abandoned.
I the idea was a good one when the popu-
lation was half what it is to-day, it must be
a good idea now for the avoidance of grade
hanlage, and for other reasoms. Although
that was the origiaal motive for erecting the
Kast Perth power house, it has not only
heen abandoned but the Government are
now preparved to expend money upon ex-
panding  and modernising our framway
rransport services, whereas in fact we should
he modernising our suburban railway ser-
vices, There is need for electrification in
other quarters. It is remarkahle that when
the people of Claremont already have a very
tine bus and taxi service supplying the dis-
triet, they are not allowed fo use it. Tf there
is money to spare for electrification pur-
poses, I cannot see why it 1s not spent upon
our suburban railways at least. The ques-
tion is not vet settled, There is still time
for the Government to use the trolley huses,
when they arrive, in some other part of the
metropolitan aren where they may he of
sreater service. T do not propose to suggest
where they should be used, as it is not my
province to disenss the districts of other
members. T wounld not he surprised to learn
that the residents of Mt Lawley would be
only too pleased to have trolley buses run-
ning through their distriet, as they would
save a lot of time aud be a very convenient
form of transport. Tt is & wanton waste of
money to spend £100,000 in the Claremont
aren when the district is already served by
very good buses and taxis.

Mr. Shearn: The member for Nedlands
will tell vou about the serviee out there.

Ai. NORTH: This is the only bone of
contention in Claremont about which there is
any agitalion. The residents would be very
pleased to have a specded-up five-minnte
serviee if for some mystic reason unknown

to  them they are not permitted to
use the existing buses and taxis.
Apart  from  their heing citizens of
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Clarcmont, however, they feel they have
n duty as citizens of the State. They have
read with some concern of this ecommitment
upon the people of the country, of this large
expenditure upon the Claremont route. I
cannot object to the Government improving
the Siate serviees. They have a right te do
so if they fecl that the money is available,
but I do think that commonsense should be
gllowed to prevail when it comes to a cques-
tion of duplicating the existing faeilities.
There is, perhaps, a final request that ecan
he made. In the metropolitan aren the peo-
ple have inherited one of the most beautiful
eities in the world. Surely we ean in this
matler forget our principles with regard Lo
State enterprise or private enterprise, and
consider the extent tn which we are going
to disfigure that heautiful drive around the
river.  Bven with poles most heantifully
levelled, and with electric lamps of the most
beautiful design, 1 do not see how they can
fail to disfizure one of the most beautiful
riverside drives in the world.  From the
point of view of the acsthetic, the Govern-
ment might consider that argument. Tf they
do remove the Claremont trams, let them, if
neeessary, replace them with half a dozen of
their own Diesel buses. That would still
allow the Government to retnin their position
as supporters of State enterprise along that
route.

Me. Withers: But that would not mean
using electric power with which to drive
them,

AMr. NORTH: There are even now many
demands upon the East Perth power station
throngh existing factories, and hecause of
the inereasing domestie consumption. 1f this
State expands, as it must expand if we are
going to preserve it for the use of the white
race, it will scarcely be possibie to draw
upon that station for the transport of the
people by means of trams. If the Govern-
ment insist upon entering that field of com-
petition, let them buy hakf a dozen Diesel
buses of their own, and so avoid the
despoliation of the beauties of the thorough-
fares to which I have referred, by means of
unsightly poles. Let us. if possible, preserve
a city beautiful. Let it not be possible for
the children of the fufure to say it was the
Collier Government which eaused these poles
to be erected and a blot to appear upon
this fair city. Already we have one particn-
lar blot in the city to eontend with, and that
is represented by the gasometer tower. No
matter what we do in Perth in the next 20

vears, that tower will disfigure the skyline.
et us not spoil the riverfront in the same
way. For the sake of the city, ean we not
waive this one point? Tf the Government
must enter this field of competition, let them
do so by means of half a dozen State Diesel
huses, | appeal to the Government to utilise
these trolley huses upon some other route in
the metropolitan area.

MR. F. C. L. SMITH (Brown Hill-Ivan-
hoce) [5.10]: I desire to offer you, Sir, my
congratulations upon vour re-clection o the
Speaker’s Chair, and to extend to you my
best wishes for a long term of office in that
exalted position. 'The honour which has
been conferred upon voun is in part due to
the fact that the Government were returned
with u majority at the last elections. We
have to adwmit that their numbers are de-
pleted but of course ins and ouls in polities
are a characteristic of them. It ean be said
of all Governments although possibly less
of Labour Governments that they fail to
realise the expectations which the enthusiasm
of an election arouses when bidding for
that election. Tt is a characteristic of poli-
ties.  Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, the -cele-
brated English statesman, the centenary of
whose birth was recently honoured, on one
oeeasion in a speech to unionists at West
Birmingham, on 15th May, 1903, said “There
must be ups and downs in politics. I have
had now a lot of experience, and I safely
predict of any (tovernment that if it en-
deavours honestly to grapple with the pro-
blems of its time, it will lose a certain
amount of support.” Those of us who have
had any experience of polilies, or taken
any interest in polities, will agree that Mr.
Joseph Chamberlain’s statement of the posi-
tien is correet. If this Government exper-
enced some measure of failure throngh the
loss of seats at the last election, I should
say that the extent of this failure was due
to their honest endeavour to grapple with
the problems of the time. The failure of
their predecessors to get resulis from their
endeavours when they held office, or to give
promise of sueh improvement at the last
election a3 to warrant their return, was due
to their inability to grapple with the problems
of the time. It can be said that the losses
suffered by the present Government are not
to be compared with the losses that would
have been suffered by their opponents had
they been in office during the last three
!\'f‘ﬂ]'ﬁ.
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Hon, P. D. Fereuzon: Now you are spoil-
ing a good speech.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: If there is dis-
appointment in respeet to the achievements
of the present Government during the next
three vears, ut least it can be said that it
will he less aemte than if the opponents of
Labour had held office during that period.
Whilst T am speaking of the expeetations
that are aroused by political partics when
bidding for office at election time, I might
refer to one or two points that appeared
in the policy speech of the Leader of the
National Party at the last clection.

Mr. Raphael: There was no poliev in it.

Mr, F, C. L. SMITH: He said that the
Government  had  sent men  with laree
families into the bush, and forced them
to sever themselves from their family life.
What about the Govermment with which he
was  associated?  Did  not  they send
men into the bush, foree them to sever them-
selves from their family life? And was not
the hon. gentleman associnted, or if his
party had heen suceessful at the last general
election would he not have heen associated,
in a Government with the Leader of the
Opposition, the member for York, whe has
complained reecently, and also complained
during the Jast Parliament, that too
many works are being carried ont in
the metropolitan area and not cnough
in the country districts? Another point
whieh the Leader of the National Parly
put to his audicnce in the course of
that pelicy speech was that if e was rve-
furned, sustenance workers would be treated
as fellow-men and not as outeasts. The
answer to that declaration, of course, is the
question, how did his Government treat the
sustenanee workers? What about Blackbox
Camp, and the eonditions at Hovea, Frank-
land River, and Fremantle? Tt is well for
the hon. gentieman to talk about treating
sustenance men as outeasts when those con-
ditions prevailed under the Government with
which he was associated. In the course of
his address the hon. gentleiman also said :(—

T should like to promise them full-time work,

hut without any knowledge of the “nances
such a promise would he misleading.

I' veature to say that the finances under a
Country Party-National Government would
never he good enoneh to give the sustenanece
woikers full-time employment.

ITon. C. G. Latham: Apparently they are
nof under a Labour Goyernment either.

Mr. P. C L. SMITH: As Leader of the
National Party the memher for Nedlands
should have made himself aequainted with
the state of the finances. He had plenty
of opportunity reasonably to understand, at
any rate, the financial position. I would
recommend to the membaer for Nedlands that
he read again the Case for Seeession, in
whieh the finaneial experiences of Western
Australia. are sef forth in a clear and defin-
ite manner, and the experience of revenuc
expenditare is set out not only in accord-
ance with the details recorded but likewise
so adjusted as to make the figures conform
to the most modern methods of hook-keep-
ing. Tor the Lender of the National Party,
who proclaims himgelf a prominent seces-
sionist, to declare to the public of Western
Austealiz, when he has at his disposal that
very valuable publieation the Case for Scces-
sion, that he is not awarve of (he financial
position and therefore cannot tell the sus-
tenauce workers whether e will be able to
provide them with full-time work, suggests
a deplorable state of affairs. It is @& pity
that the hon. member should not have heen
aware of the financial position, considering
that details of the position generally are pub-
lished also in the “West Ausbralian’’ prae-
tically every month. T am inelined to agree
with the member for Clavemont (Mr. North)
in advoeating changes in our banking and
monctary system, but I am of the opinion
that if ever the finances of a National Gov-
crnment ave sufficient to provide full-time
work for those on part-time relief, under
conditions similar to those existing to-dax,
there will have heen a great change in the
banking and monetary svstem throughout
Australin. T desire to offer my congratula-
tions to the Government on having bal-
anced the Budeet dorving the past finaneial
vear. We realise, of course, that that has
heen possible through improved economie
conditions generally, and fthrough the in-
crease in the national income. The revenue,
it is (o he noted, was £10,033,721, and the
expenditure £9,945,343, leaving a surplus of
£88,378. 1t is also worthy of note that the
revenue represents £22.4 per head of the
population as estimated at December, 1935,
On the same basis the expenditure repre-
senis £22.2 per head. The Lient.-Governor’s
Speech mentions that this is the first sur-
plus vecorded since 102G-27. Tn that vear
the revenue was £25 14s. 114, per head, and
the expengditure £25 13s. 5d. T consider it
desirable to cali the attention of the House
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to the fact that the surplus realised on that
occasion was realised by a Labour Govern-
ment. However, I trust that the Premier
will be able to assure the House that the
surplus this vear has heen realised on a
somewhat different basis from that obtain-
ing in 1926-27. There was a certain degree
of budgetary equilibrium attained on that
oceasion by the suspension of sinking fund
payments and the taking of moneys from
Loan to repay a sum equal to the deficiency
existing in interest collections. Naturally,
we lhave to admit that that kind of book-
keeping does not disclose the true position.
I understand that the practice of taking
money from Loan repayments to make up
interest that should be paid on Loan ad-
vances has now been discontinued. I take
it, too, that when the allowable deficits

of the States are agreed to at the
Loan Council, those deficits muost bear
some relation to reality. The deficits

agreed upon, ¢r the balancing of Budgets
without any defieits expected, become at
the Loan Council a part of the agreement
entered into by the Premiers or Treasurers
or representatives of the Stales at the par-
ticular meeting of the Loan Couneil. The
Lean programmes of the States are
agreed to, together with the defieits or the
halancing of Budgets, as part of the gen-
oral agreement. Now that we lave a
Loan Couneil, we have also unification of
finances.  With the unifieation of finanees
of Commonwealith and States as new exist-
ing under the power given to the Common-
wealth CGovernment at the last suecessful
referendnm held in Aunstralia, it is essen-
tial that each party to the Financial
Agreement shall do its best to mainfain
the eredit of the whole. The balancing of
Budgets is most imporiant for fhis pur-
pose, as well as for the purpose of obtain-
ing the maximuim consideration for pro-
posed loan programmes.

Mr. Lambert: No (lovernment ecan bal-
ance a Dludget any morve than a harometer
can govern the weather.

Mr. P, C. L. SMITH: I mean that the
colleetive aim of the Loan Couneil eannol
be defeated by a rvecaleitrant State, or by
wide departure from what the Loan Coun-
cil collectively eonsiders to be sound fin-
ance. That, in my opinion, iz a point
which every member should consider carn-
estlv, in view of the fact that it limits

tha power of the States with regard to
their finances, imposing upon them certain
obligations, among which is the halancing
of the Budget or the realisation of a deficit
ag agreed upon. There is oceaszionally a
tendency for politicians or parlianmentary
candidates to deride the desirability of hal-
ancing the Budget: but | would say that
now we have this unifieation of finances,
those who would deride the halancing of
Budgels, and especially thoze whe favour
Secession, should make it clear that the
finances of the Commonweulth are now
unified, and that the people have given to
the Federal Ciovernment powers under
which the Commonweatth can divert or de-
tach the whole or portion of the specified
revenue of the States, or even money to the
credit of a State in trusi funds, for the
purpose of enforeing the provisions of the
various Aets under the Financial Agree-
ment. The Lieut.-Governor’s Speech states
that although the surplus indicates return-
ing prosperity, there ¢an be no relaxation
in economic Government expenditure. The
Speech draws attention, for instance, to
the drought in the north-east portion of the
wheat belt, aml also the drought in ihe
pastoral arcas. Then there is that other
aspect which may have an jmportant effect
on the income of Western Mustralia dur-
ing the current financial vear—the Federal
poliey with regard to Japanese imports. Tt
cannot have other than a highly adverse

effect on the priee of wool, and
on wool marketing generally: and fthis
will react to our disadvaninge as
regards our income from wool. The

Leader of the Opposition has said that
the farmers must be helped, clse they cannot
reap the advantage of the hicher price of
wheat. He there indicates an avenue for
Government expenditure in that direction.
Then there is a demand among the unem-
ployed part-time workers  for full-time,
whicl indicates still another avenue for Gov-
crnment  expenditure. Also  the group
settlers are complaining of having to pay
interest on the readjusted eapitalisation of
their properiies: which means that if we
cannot get any interest on the loan money
that has had to be spent for the purpose of
bringing those properties o their present
state of development. the Government will
have to find the money from some other
source for the purpose of paving interest on
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that loan moncy. Again, we see that the
Chamber of Comumeree is pressing for the
aholition of the Financial Emergency Tax
Act. 8o there are plenty of avenues in
respect of the demands that shall be made
on the revenue of the State during the next
12 months, while also there are demands in
other directions for diminishing the revenue
of the State. Then there is another aspect
which might very seriously affect the posi-
tion of the State during the next 12
menths, T vefer to the Grants Commiszion.
Linast  wear this State I think reeeived
£800,000 as the result of a decision of the
Grants Commission in respect of our dis-
ahilities. But the position on that oecasion
was somewhat different from the present
position. I do not know how soon the Grants
Commission will make their next decision,
huf T understand it will not be very long,
The point is that if they adhere to their
policy of making dire necessity the basis for
the next grant, instead of the proper basis
of preventing the States from being redueed
to dire necessity, there will he danger of a
reduetion in our grant this year. Then there
is the loan position o be considered. Ad-
mittedly this State has not been treated too
badly by the Loan Council during the past
three vears. T think it will he agreed that
the Premier, My, Collier, who in bis poliey
speech af the elections before the last, said
he was going fo the Loan Council to demand
further loan moneys than we had been eet-
ting—I think he was pretty swecessfnl in
living up to the promise he made on that
oceagion.  When I say siecessful, T mean
comparatively suceessful in proportion to
the general policy of the Loan Council. We
know that during the last couple of vears
that poliey has bheen to taper off loan ex-
penditure at the behest of financial institn-
tions. That poliey had been pmsued long
before the unemplovment, whiceh the ILoan
expendifure was intended to relieve, has
heen properly velieved. The Loan Couneil.
as everyvone knows, has heen dominaied in
its poalicy by the Commonwealth Bank
Board, and the Bank Board appavently is
subject to the influence and dictates of pri-
vate financial institutions, Those institu-
tions have more power than have Govern-
ments in determining how much loan money
shall be spent in this Commonwealth on
necessary publie works for the purpose of
providing employment. It is possible, I
know, that if the Commonwealth Bank weze
miven wreater powers and were placed on a

competitive basis, they would not he so snb-
jeet to the domination of outside private in-
stitutions. But ihe present Federal Govern-
ment, as politically constituted, is opposed
to the poliey of placing the Commonwealth
Bank on a competitive basis and frecing it
from outside domination. This paragraph,
which T took from the “West Anstralian”
recently, illustrates the point T have been
trving to mmake. 1t rveads as follows:—

The Commonwealth Recovery.

The ‘“‘Financinl News’' commenting on the
preliminary Australian budget, states that the
figures could show mno more striking evidenee
of the extent of the Commonwealth’s finaneial
progress, which is the direct consequence of
marked improvement in domestic trade follow-
ing 4 bumper woul season in 1933-34, The only
disquicting feature in the whole position is the
growth of imports in eonjunction with the
strain that trade activity has imposed on bank-
ing liquidity and Japancse wool tactics. The
cflux of visitors to the Coronation next year
may disturh the equilibriem of halance of
tride. A eautious view of Auwstralin’s pros-
peets wag still necessary, but fortunately
monetary authorities did not intend to allow
the reeovery to overrench itself.

Who are the monetary amthorities? They
are the private banking institutions of this
Commonwealth, to whom the Commonwealth
Rank las to bend the knee.

Mr. Novth: Noi all the authorities have
approved of those tacties.

Mr. T C. L. SMITH: There can be no
question about the truth of the statement in
that paragraph. The first effect of an ad-
verse bakince of teade is revealed in the
excess of hank deposits over advances, and
an increase in the ratio of reserves to
deposits in the bank, the banks of course
adopling a more stringent poliev. Althongh
our exports during the past 12 months have
heen so large in relation to our imports that
probably we shail have sufficient to meet
our aversexs inferest emnmitments, neverthe-
less that has not heen the case in the several
previous vears. I have no doubt that the
banks of this country are not unmindful
of the fact that larre smins of money will
be leaving this country next year for pay-
ment of expenses of the tourisis to the
Coronation, and so, az the “Financial News”
states, the monetary authorities in Austra-
lia do not intend the reeovery to overrcach
itsell. Because of this attilude of the mone-
tary authorities we find that at the last
meeting of the Loan Counncil the programme
of works that was submitted by Common-
wealth and  States  tentatively  totalled
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£25,000,000. but was reduced to £19,910,000.
Aund that amount does nnt include the whole
of the money that will be available. At
the same time it indicates a very big reduc-
tion in the amount which the Premiers at
that conference in the first place econsidered
necessary for their requirements, as against
the amount that in the final analysis they
felt they could get. OQur own State sub-
mitted a programme involving £2,750,000,
but that amount was reduced to £2,250,000,
or £500,000 less than the amount estimated
by the Premier as being required. The
share of that loan money of £19,910,600
which this State will receive will he
£1,717,000, to which will be added £33,060
tron the Commonwenlth, which of course
makes the total of £1,730,000. And it is
expected that it will be further augmented
by lean raising and loan repayments to
bring it o £2,250,000. But any defiait
oceurring during this year will have to be
met ont of that sum. The Premier, on his
veturn from the Loan Counecil meeting, said
he thought the Govermment would he able
ta carty on on a basis comparable to the
basis of the previous year, But sinee he
made that statement there has been the un-
pleasani intrusion of the failure of the last
loan to veach full snbseription hy £1,800,000
although that loan was floated at £3 17s. 6d.
per cent. for a term of 15 years. Thus it
wus the highest rate offered since 1931.
There is a distinet tendeney for interest
rates to harden. If 4 per cont. must be
offered to ensure the suecess of the next loan
I should not be surprised to see the Loan
Council being called together for the pur-
pose of revising the loan programme that
has already been agreed to.

Mr. North: You mean by a reduction?

Me, Fo U L. SMITH: Yes, that is if we
have 1o pay 4 per cent. interest on the next
loan in order to render that loan successful.
Various reasons have been put forward why
the last loan failed to achieve success. It
is said that a June loan has invariably been
unsuecessful. Bat if so, it is a wonder they
sheuhl have put the loan on the market
in June. Why not have waited till August,
till atter the end of the finanecial year, so as
to make the loar n:ore assured of sue-
cess? There is another reason put for-
ward with refercnce to the failure of that
loan on this oecasion. It eomes from
the National Bank eircular for July, 1936.
Woe have to rememher that this Natjonal
Bank cireular, if it does not influence, it
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ecuides investors and subscribers to the loans
ratsed under the auspices of the Loan Coun-
cit. This is what the National Bank circu-
lar says—

There is, however, another factor, and it is

the reaction of the public to the continuvance
of large seale borrowing in conjunction with
continuance of ewmcrgency taxes and swelling
Governmental revenues. The reduction in un-
employment among trade unionists from 29 yer
cent. in 1932 to 12.8 per cent. in the June
quarter of the current year, indieates a great
reduction in the needl for relief measures and in
the amount which should be expended on works,
sustenanee, ete,, for the relief of unemploy-
ment, Taxes must be paid so long as they are
imposed by the legislative bodies. But there
is no obligation to subscribe to loans.
Tho=e who are endeavouring to belabour
thiz Government for the care they have ex-
ercised in eonnection with the finaneial
poliey should turn to what the banks think
of the position, what the banks think of the
unemploved situntion and of the question of
raising further loan money for the purpose
of giving full-time work to those on pari-
time work and sustenance in this country.
I only hope that members will be able to
carry on this year on a basis comparable
with that of last year. The part-time
‘workers of this St#te hawe been better
treated than have those in any other State
of the Commonwealth. In New South
Wales n single man receives 125, a married
man 20s. 6d., a married man with one child
25s. 8d. and a married man with twe child-
ren 27z, 4d. Tn Western Australia a single
man receives 30s, a married man 42s,
a married man  with  one child 47s.
2d., with two children 53s. 8d, and
three children 57s, 2d. I do not wish
to weary the House by making comparisons
hetween the varinus States; the figures ore
all te bhe found on page 113 of the Labour
report.

Hon. C. G. Tatham: When we made
those comparisons you did not agree with
us,

Mr. . C. L. SMITH: Perhaps 1 was
not here to agree with the hon. member.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Yes, vou were.

Mre. F. C. L. SMITH: There is the posi-
tion, as it exists to-dav, and if it does nnt
exist to-day it has not been altered to any
material extent.

AMr, Hegney: The position in this State
and Queenstand is much better than that in
any other State of the Commonwealth.

Me. F. C. L. SMITH: I have a photo-
wraph here of a voung man and a young
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woman who were married on the 26th July
of this year. They were married at a West-
gate {N.8.W.) Carnival and it was part of
a general entertainment. The young man
had heen unemployed for two years and the
publication states that the marriage duly
took place amidst a great crowd of people,
3,000 women and 25 men. The report
states—*“Consequent  upon  the wedding,
Thomas Fiddler, the bridegroom, hopes to
get a job.” 1f he does not he knows that
a8 o married man he is at least eligible for
relief work at £1 1s. 6d. per week. That
is in New Sovuth Wales where they have
Just introdueed a new poliey for the pur-
pose of velieving the Budget. This policy
consists of putting a lot of part-time work-
ers on food relief and it is estimated that
before long there will be 20,000 part-time
workers back on food relief in that State.

Hon. C. G, Latham: They were much
more suecessful in their last election than
your Government were here.

Mr. ¥, C. L. SMITH: That may be so.
I am not making these points for the pur-
pose of advoeating a continuance of part-
time work.

My, Thorn: OF course you are.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: Xo, but for the
purpose of trying to get people to realise
the differenee, and the advaniages they
have had under n ILabour Government in
Western Australia as compared with the
conditions existing for part-time workers
under National and Country Party Govern-
ments in the other States of the Commom-
wealth.

Mr. Hegnev: And also in this State.

Mr. . C, L, SMITH: I know that when
the whole husiness was first introduced it
was in extraordinary eivenmstances. At one
time we carvied ouwt pullic works for the
purpose of progressively developing the
State to provide outlets that would bring
actual popnlation te the country nearer to

its  potentin]l  capacity, but owing to
the  difficulties under the depression
all  new works have Theen rezarded

as measures for the purpose of providing
relief for those who require sustenanee.
When 1 came fo this House T first spoke
against part-time work and still I am not
favourable to it either from the point of
view of the men themselves or from the
point of view of the State generally. On
that oceasion [ quoted from a book called
“The Growih of Nations” by W. Rose Smith

(a namesake of mine) who expressed my own
opinions on part-time velief in a mueh bet-
ter fashion than I could have done; and =o
1 propose again to quote that writer. He
SU¥S—

Naturally the man whose poverty and lack
of bread are heing exploited in the pre-
sumption that he will not work for ordinary
rates of pay, will do his hest to justifr that
opinion where he secs no likelihood of redress.
The grudging dole of municipal echarity is
notoriously pauperising in its effects an the re-

eipient, and if for no other reason, relief works

shonld never be organised on an insuflicient or
charitable basis. The only possible relief lies
in a full measure of employment at full pay,
and for this purpose, as well as for the preven-
tion of all real loss to the nation, the organisa-
tion must have a wider purpose than that of
providing temporary velief works. Tt should
deal with the whole field on unemployment.
And so it should. The whole field of em-
ployment in view of the widespread unem-
ployment as it has existed in the Common-
wealth during the past five or six vears
should have been dealt with by the Federal
Government. long age. But the Federal
Government have shelved their responsibil-
ity on to the States.

Mr. Hegney: And they have the financial
resources.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: Yes. Here we
have a picture of the unemployment obliga-
tions foreed on to the States, and the States
spending in the aggregate 30 millions for
the purpose of trying to relieve it.  The
Commonwealth Government with their vast
financial resources and their sources of tax-
ation, have applied about £2,000,000 per
annum for the purpose of relieving unem-
ployment in the Federal texritory over which
they bave jurisdietion. Some time ago I
wrote an artiele in the “Daily News” on the
question of unemployment. I vefer fo it
because I have been grossly misrepresented
in connection with it. It dealt with the
record of periods which we regard as pros-
perous in comparison with the present that
make the demand for full-time work for all,
under existing conditions such a fatuons pre-
sumption. I wish to point out that on that
occasion T used the word '‘presumption.”
It reminded me that a certain religious in-
stitution considers presumption to be a very
grievous sin, That institution defined it as
the foolish expectation of salvation with-
out taking the necessmy means of obtain-
ing it; and a fatuous presumption is that
kind of presumpiion adopted by the ostrich
when it buries its head in the sand and
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thinks that because it cannot see, its enemies
cannot see it. So I pointed out in that
article that full-time for all was a fatuous
presumption. We can go for our authority
to the report of the Development and Migra-
tion Commission on Unemplovment and
Business Sfability issved in 1928, This is
possibly the hest authomty available on the
unemployment position up to that time. In
that veport we find statistics tabulated which
show that at every point throughont the
history of development within the Common-
wealth there have been unemployed workers.
Tnemployment is a concomitant of the capi-
talistic system, and those who advocate “full-
time work for all” are conmseiouslv or un-
conscipusly advocating the overthrow of the
capitalistic svstem becanse that system can-
not function without a vast reserve of un-
employed. It cannot function either with-
ont creating unemployment. As a matter
of fact, the capitalistic system is the system
which cheeks prodwetion, the system under
which the worker finds no seeurity in plenty.
As a matter of fact he finds greater seeur-
ity in scarcity and in times of national eon-
tingencies, and as soon as he finds that
plenty is being produced, and that the barns
are getting full, when there are vast stocks
of necessary eommodities that we all require
for our comfort and for our living, that is
the time when he has most need to fear that
he will soon be thrown on the industrial
serap heap, that his services are no longer
required. In recent vears he has got a new
recogmition under the capitalistic system.
He will not he allowed to starve. He
will be given a dole only sufficient to
keep body and soul together. 1 was
very pleased to note in the Lient.-
Governor’s Speech that the mining indus-
try has still further improved the employ-
ment position. The Speech shows that in
that great industry 15,557 men are em-
ploxed. an increase of 2,247 compared with
the number employed in 1934-35. Along
with that improvement in the employment
position in the mining industry, there is an
improvement regarding the shareholders
and those who provide the capital! to ex-
ploit the resources of that particular indus-
try. Dividends paid last year iotalled
£1,124,918 compared with £991,275 during
the previous vear. The dividends paid dur-
ing both 1934-35 and 1935-36 represented
a vast improvement upon the position in
1027.28, when the dividends declared

amounted to £31,230. I desire te refer
to tonnage production for a particular
reason. Statistics show that during lasi
vear the tonnage produced was 1,109,810,
and the gold recovered represented 649,049
fine ounces. According to the returns, that
gold realised £3,702,149. I have worked
it out and find that if it had been sold at
the average price, the gold would have
returned only £5,682.423. Members will
see that the difference is an indication, in
the amount that was received for the gold
produced, that a considerable portion of
it was sold above the average price of
£8 15s. 6d. Then as to the grade, the
average grade throughout was 6.8 dwts,
which would return 58s. 6d., whereas actu-
ally it realised 39s. 8d. The President of
the Chamber of Mines in Kalgoorlie, when
addressing the annnal meeting of that
body, stated that the sum available for dis-
tribution from gross proceeds afier divi-
dends and return of capital had been pro-
vided for, was £4,577,231. T eould not help
noticing with regard to that amount, which
is the sum left over after dividends are
paid and from which all other payments
have to be made, that if we divided the
number of emplovees in the mining indus-
try into that sum, it would repxgsent in
wages only £6 per week. But as we know
about 50 per cent. of the costs in gold
mining is attributable to wages, we realise
that one-half only of the sum would he
available for wages. Consequently, if the
number of cmployees in the industry were
divided into half the sum T have men-
tioned, it would represent a wage of £3
p.ér man. The President of the Chamber
of Mines stated that the use of machinery
and improved methods did not contribute
to increased tonnage raised and treated per
employee. As a matter of fact, he said
that the tonnage per man compared with
the output per man ten years ago was
largely the same, notwithstanding the im-
proved tools in use. It must be realised
that on that occasion he was indulging in
an argument for the purpose of bolstering
the idea of employing vouths in the min-
ing industry as improvers or apprentices.
and was endeavouring to imply that there
was a lot of work in the mining industry
that did not require much skill or ability.
Although it was to he inferred from his
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remarks that there was considerable inex-
perience apparent amongst those who were
at that time carrying out that particular
class of work, it is remarkable that sueh
inexperience did not prevent the mining
companies some time ago from cmploying
men of that elass in a supervisory capa-
city. Im tact, they had to be prevented
from doing so by the issuing of amended
mining regulations. When we inspeet the
records we find that these assertions of the
President of the Chamber of Mines re-
specting tonnage raised are entirely wrong
because they show that the tonnage raised
and treated in the East Coolgardie district
in 1925 was 381 tons per man emploved
underground, whereas in the same distriet
in 1934 the tonnage raised and treated per
man underground was 449 fons, showing
an increase of 60 tons per man so em-
ployed. The tons of ore raised and treated
throughout the whole of the State in 1925
were 314.95 per man employed under-
ground, and 16+.33 per man employed above
and underground. The comparable fignres
for 1935 were: underground, 259.74 tons
per man; above and underground, 133.87
ton per man. A reduction in the tonnage
i indieated in the 1935 figures for the
whole State, but the President of the
Chamber of Mines was referring in his
remarks to the large mines. The explana-
tion of the details regarding production
throughout the whole State is that in 1925
the majority of those engaged underground
in the mining industry were producing
lonnage for treatment, and others were
engaged above ground dealing with vari-
ous work required to cope with that ton-
nage. The position regarding emplovment
in the goldmining industry has entirely
changed. There ave thousands of workers
engaged in mining to-day upon construe-
tional work on the surface and developmen-
tal work underground, and the result of
their aectivitics is not refiected in the figures
regarding the tonnage of ore raised and
treated. Those men add to the divisor with-
ont contributing to dividend angd hence we
get the smaller quotient. In the report of
the Mines Depavtment for the vear 1934,
there is the following paragraph, which
seems to bear out my contention:—

The installation of new plant for the hand-
ling and treatment of ore is reflected in the in-

ereased tonnages of ore raised and treated per
man employed underground in the East AMur-

chison and East Coolgardie goldfields, the ton-
nages rising from 396 to 699 in the Fast Mur-
chisom, and from 430 to 441 in the East (ool
gardic goldfields, although the average tonunage
per man empleyed above avd underground de-
ereased approximately 14 per cent., presmuably
owing to the number of men engaged in sur-
face work erecting buildings and machinery,
ete,, upon properties which have not yet reached
the producing stage.

The argument that the President of the
Chamber tof Mines was endeavouring to
develop was not only in favour of the em-
ployment of improvers and apprentices but
represented an attempt to indicate that the
goldmining industry was not deriving tech-
meal advantage as the result of the use of
new machinery and dimproved, methods.
There is much consistent opposition to the
shorter working week, but much of the pre-
diction of what would bappen if the shorter
working week were granted in the goldmin-
mg indostry would not apply. We hear
about the millions of tous of low-grade ore
that micht be worked if only the wmining
companies enjoyed longer working hours,
and how ¢uite a large proportion of that
tonnage will be thrown out of the profitable
zone if the shorter working week were
cstablished in the industry. As a2 matter
of fact, if the reduced hours that are now
being sought for work underground were
granted, it is highly improbable the altera-
tion would make a difference representing
10 per cent. of the fotal cost of producing
and treating ore, and that 10 per cent. in-
crease thrown out of the profitable zoue ve-
presents ore that is only onec-gquarter of a
dwt. less than that which e¢an be profitably
treated to-day. In other words, treatment
costs to-day are about 20s. and the in-
creased ecost, if it amounted to 10 per
cent., would bring that to 22s, which is
equal to one-quarter of a dwt. in value,
which is 2s. Personally I think the con-
ditions in the goldmining industry, particu-
larly underground, are such as to warrant
the effort that is heing made to secure
shorter working hours underground. The
President of the Chamber of Mines would
like the men to wait until the shorter work-
ing week has been introduced in some other
countty g0 that the management might have
the benefit of the experience gained, say, in
France, Crzechoslovakia or elsewhere. JAs
a matter of fact, we have alrcady had ex-
pericnce of the shorter working week n
Australia, so that there is no necessity for
us to wait. The shorter week Las been oper-
ating suceessfully at Collie and also at
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Broken Hill, under conditions that are en-
tirely romparable with those existing in the
golimining industry.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.n.

My, ¥, C. L. SMITH: I was referving to
the conditions that exist in the gold-mining
industry, conditions that are inseparable
from it, as nost members know. From time
to time attention has heen drawn to those
conditions, and all who have studied the
records of the incidence of disense realise
that it warrants a reduction of hours in the
industry. That is a question which may be
determined by the ore in the profitable zone
it a shaorter working week were granted.
Gold occwrs in such a way that no matter
how had the conditions night be, how long
the liours the miners arc compelled to work,
or how low their wages, there will be a line
beyond which it wounld not be possible to en-
aawe in profitalle work. However, I do not
wish to dwell on the incidence of disease this
evening, but every member must have been
appalled by the inerease in the fatalities
that have occorred in the industry during
recent vears. As I pointed out on a previous
occasion, the pereentage of fatalities has
been fairly eonstant. [t averages about three
in every thousand men employed in the in-
dustry. Statislics show that fatalities oceur
with such vegularity that it is possible to
predict that of every thousand men now em-
ploved, three will meet with a fatal accident
before the expiration of 12 wmonths. The
tollowiug figures are interesting:—

Aen em-
ployed in

Year. the industry. Fatalities.
1026 1,458 G
1933 9,900 21
1943 .. .. 14,708 28
1936 (six months) 16,000 24

Mr. Doney: In general, that works out at
two per thousand instead of three.

Mr. P, C. I.. SMITH: The report nf the
Mines Department shows that it is about
three.

Mz, Marshall: T think it is 3-8,

My . C. Lo SMITH: No, between two
and three. The “West Australian™ has
directed attention to the stafistics. Owing
to the number of men now employved. ihe
Fatality rate will prohably not he any greater
proportionately for the 12 months of this
vear. The newspaper pointed out that in
1927 there was one fatality in every 270

workers; in 1932 one in every 498 workers;
in 1933 one in cvery 470 workers: and in
1934 one in every 523 workers. What we
want to discover is whether the number of
fatalities ocenrring is greater than it should
he. Refcrence to Victorin shows that the
number of fatalities in the gold mining in-
dustry there is considerably less than the
number here. A comparison-is as follows:—

Men employed
in t

Year. he Killed. Injured.
Industry,
Viotoria ... 1011 14,015 10 83
Western Australin 1011 15,428 36 474
Victorla ... 1117 4,080 3 17
Western Australia 1017 8,752 31 701
Vietoda ... 1919 3,065 4 &
‘Western Aunstrelia 1019 7.242 25 478

Those figures ean be verified hy reference
to the “Commonwealth Year Book.” 1t

might he urged that the eonditions in the
iwo States are not comparable. The years
which have heen compared were not specially
selected in order fo back up an argument.
In the year 1911 there was not a great differ-
ence in the number of men employed in the
industry in the two States, but the number
of fotalities here was almost twice as great
Vietoria.

a5 in Quartz recfing, dredging
and sluicing operations are caried on

in Victoria but not dredging and sluicing
in this State. Though a lot of gold
has been won by those methods in Vie-
furia, of a total yvield of 541,700 ounces in
Victoria in 1911, less than 82,000 ounces
were won from dredging and sluicing. In
that vear two mines were working in
Bendigo at depths of 4,614 feet and 4,318
feet respeetively. At the elose of 1911 there
were na fewer than 53 shafts in the Bendigo
district which had reached depths of over
2,000 feet, Thus it will be realised that the
conditions in the two States in that year
were fairly comparable. 1 dave say it is
reasonalle to assnme that as the mines reach
greater depths and the ore is more diflicult
to extract, the hazards will inevease, but in
Victoria in that vear mining operations were
carried on at a much greater depth than
they are in this State even now. We have
a system of recordinz the number of fatali-
ties and working oui-the percentages in
ratin to the number of men employed, but
that does not appeal to me as an efficient
method of compiling stafisties for reference
purposcs. We want statistics that will ad-
mit of comparisons being made on a proper
basis. and for that purpose we reguire to
know how many accidents occur under-
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ground.  That is the most important
aspect. T take it that the surface conditions
on one of the large mines having » fair-
sized milling plant would be comparable
with the_ conditions in other industries hav-
ing a fairly large aggregzation of machinery.
We want to aseertain what accidents arve
oceurring amongst the underground men.
While I kuow there are records in the Mines
Report of the number of accidents under-
ground, I do not think they bear any refer-
ence to the number of men working under-
ground., If they do, they do not show the
number of shifts working underground.
What is required is a system that will admit
of proper conmjparisons being made from
year to year with other States and other
countries, so that we might ascertain
whether the fatality rate here is greater
than that elsewhere. In this journal ealled
“The Industrial Safety Survey” there is a
record of the aceidents in mines in Northern
France in 1934. Whilst this refers to the
occal mines there, the system of keeping
statisties is mueh more advanced than is
ours. They show the number of men em-
ployed, the number of fatalities, the number
of men who are permanently ineapacitated
(I do not think we do that), the number of
men temporarily incapacitated, and the
number of accidents per 3,000,000 men
shifts underground. It is reeorded that the
number of aeccidenis per 3,000,000 men
shifts underground was 5,374. The number
of fatal eases was 13.3, the number of acei-
dents at the surface was 820, and the num-
ber of fatal aceidents, still per 3,000,000
men shifts, was so much, ete. That is the basis
on which the statistics of fataiities and aeei-
dents in the goldmining industry should be
kept in this State, If that basis were
adopted here we would he able to make a
reasonable reference from year to year, and
would know the number of fatalities oecur-
ring for the number of shifts aetually
worked. That is the only proper basis upon
which to get a true record of fatal
accidents in the gold mining industry.
There is only one other matter I de-
sire to touch upon, and that is the
Workers’ Compensalion Aet, and the diffi-
culty which apparently now prevails in the
enforcing of its compulsory provisions. I
trust the Government will attempt to do
something this vear, either hy legalising the
State Insurance Department or in some other
manner bringing ahont a change under
which the compulsory provisions of the Aet

can be enforced. Owing to an alteration in
the Mine Workers’ Relief Acl the eompul-
sory provisions of the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Aect not only apply to those who are
working in industry and who meet with
ordinary aceidents, but the provisions of
the Act are also invoked in connection with
the Mine Workers' Relief Aet. Mining com-
panies with very little capital have been
working men in this State and have not had
them: insured. Two eases have eome under
my notice where men have been working in
the industry for many years and have been
engaged by one of these companies of
straw. The men have not been insured, but
whilst working in this employment have re-
ceived notice under the Mine Workers’' Re-
lief Aet that they are suffering from ad-
vanced silicosis. That notice gave the men
the right to elaim nnder the Workers' Com-
pensation Act.  The claim, however, was
against the last employer under the Workers’
Compensation Act, but as the last eompany
was a company of straw the elaim eould
not he enforced. A very serious position
will arise if ever a man is served with a
prohibition notice whilst working with one
of these companies, because he will be pro-
hibited from working in the industry and
will not he able to maintain his elaim for
compensation as provided in the Mine
Workers’ Relief Act. The matter requires
serions attention. Seeing that it was not a
Lahour Government which brought down the
Mine Workers’ Relief Aet, but a Govern-
ment composed of members opposite, and
that certain provisions under the Act were
invoked to make the Mine Workers’ Relief
Act operative, we should at least have their
support in legalising the State Insurance
Office so that the eompulsory provisions of
the section concerned may be enforeed.

Mr. Warner: Is it not a matter of polie-
ing the Act?

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: It is more than
that. When the Workers’ Compensation Act
was amended in 1924, it provided for in-
creased compensation for accidents, an in-
crensed rate of weekly compensation as well
as inereases in the eompensation for fatal
aceidents, and also an increase in the medi-
eal and hospital allowances. 'T'he Govern-
ment of the day had some difficulty in com-
ing to some arrangement with insurance com-
panies to quote for risks under the second
schedute of the Workers” Compensation Act.
Later on they intended to proelaim the third
schedule, but found that none of the com-
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panies in the State was preparved to guote.
The Government appointed a special com-
miftee composed of the Government Statis-
tician and other gentlemen to inquire into
the probable risks involved in the third
schedule of compensation. That eommniittee
made a recommendation, but no insurance
company was prepared to take the risks
under that heading. The Government of
the day then cstahlished a State Insurance
Department, and withdrew their approval
from the insurance companies because they
would not quote for the risks involved under

the Ac¢t. That, so far as I know, is still the
position. There are no approved insurance
companies under the Aet, and noune

is yvet prepared to take the third schedule
risks. In consequence of the State Inmsurv-
ance Department being cstablished in con-
travention, I understand, of somre provision
of the State Trading Concerns Act, that
office is now functioning illegally. All mem-
bers vealise the desirability of continuing
the operations of that office. It is very de-
sirable that not only should these opera-
tions he continued and legalised, but that the
office should he given a monopoly of work-
ers’ compensation insurance. I trust the
Government will do something early this
session to provide a solution of the diffi-
culty. In a final word I wish to support the
plea that has been put up by the member
for Kalgoorlie (Mr Styants) for the eradi-
cation on the goldfields of the Batharst hurr,
Those who are interested in sheep know that
if this burr once gets a good footing in the
State it will not be long before it has spread
all over it. T understand that sheep coming
by sea are thoroughly examined to see if
there is Bathurst burr in their wool, and
if it is found the sheep must be shorn be-
fore they can be taken away. Sheep that
are overlanded by the Great Western rail-
way have not to be treated in that way, and
consequently the Bathurst burr is growing
quickly in and around Kalgoorlie.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: What is the Agri-
cunltural Departiment doing?

Mr, Marshall: What were you doing when
vou were Minister?

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: That is what T want
to know.

The Minister for Lands: We have had
the Bathurst burr for 20 years.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: It is not a pest
that ecan be regarded lightly, and will not
be regarded lightly by those interested in the
pastoral industry. Ii has spread so exten-

sively over the disiriet under the jurisdie-
tion of the Kalgoorlie Road Board that the
local authority ecannot cope with it out of
the revenue received from rates. T appeal
to the Minister to see if he cannot make
money available at an early date for the
eradition of this pest befare it hegins to go
to seed. It requires a certain amount of
rain to vause it to grow, and it does best in
swampy or lowlying areas. It is desirable
that early action should be taken.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It will grow any-
where in & hot chimate. You will find any
amount of it around the Kalgoorlie race-
course.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: The racecourse is
low-Iving and has a great depth of soil
That part of the country is probably better
watered than any other part of Kalgoorlie,
hecause the water falls in that direciion.
There are other affected parts towards the
Xanowna line where the road board have
Jurtsdiction over a wide territory from which
very little in the way of rates is obtained.
Dairymen as well as sheep men are verv
concarned about the manner in whieh this
pest is spreading. I hope the Minister will
endeavour to secure a sum of money so that
men may be employed to eradicate the pest
in the goldfields areas.

MR. WARNER (3t Marshall) [7.38]:
First Jet we congratulate vou, Sir, upon
vour return to the honoured seat of Speaker
of the House. T say this as from one
““digger’’ to another. I was very pleased
to sec wvou in that position last session,
and to see vour smiling face again. Tt
has been suggested that you are not going
to have as rosy a tlme as you have had
before, but 1 assure vou that you will
have the respeet of every member of this
House if wvou upheld the dignity of the
office as vou have alwavs done hefore. It
is necessary to bring before the House
some of the problems which have faced my
distriet during the past vear. ‘The wmajor
portion of the drought from which the
State has suffered occurred in my clector-
ate, and the remainder of it was notice-
able in the Coolgzardie, Yilgarn and Albany
districts, The position heecame acute.
Numerous requests were put forward, and
the assistance given in response to them
needs ventilating. I do not wish to eriti-
cise the Governmmnent, but I desire to state
the faets as I see them. Last year some
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of the settlers in the Mt. Marshall elector-
ate got no return at all for their work.
There was no harvest. Still, they had to
expend the same amount of money to put
in the ¢rop which did not materialise, as
would have served to produce a five or
six-bag average. Then the settlers were
compelled to call upon the Government for
help. That was in Augnst of last year,
when they were fighting to obtain sufficient
food to keep themselves and their families
on the farms in the hope that an unforeseen
downpour might give them a hit of harvest.
TUnfortunately, they found themselves left
without anything whatever. The State
Government did come to their assis-
tanee in a sort of way. Sufficient food was
granted to the farmers to enable them just
to live on their holdings. I believe, how-
ever, that most of that money came from
the Federal Government in the form of a
grant. Later I shall ask what money came
from the State Government by way of
doing their part in helping the settlers to
remain on their lands. The Federal money,
if distributed on an acreage basis, should
have amounted to about 3s. 3d. per acre.
However, under arrangements made, I be-
leve, by the State Government with the
Federal Government, the payment amounted
to about 1s. 101%d. per scre, the balance
being retained to be doled out as susten-
ance to the farmers. It comes to this, that
one section of the wheatgrowers had that
amount of money taken from them to help
their brothers who had got no crop at all
Not only did the Agrieultnral Bank, who
I understond administered the fund, take
that course, but in paying out to the wheat-
grower who had no crop whatever they de-
ducted ten per cent from his acrenge basis
on the supposition that he would have eut
that area for hay had the erop material-
ised. Some of those farmers, however, cut

no wheat for hay, but put in oab
erops. Cases have been made known
to me where a settler has never

ent 40 acres for hay, but has had
40 acres of oats. The farmer had no
crop whatever, yet in conncetion with the
Federal grant the hank deducted 10
per cent. of what his wheat erop would have
vielded had it materfalised at all. That
is utterly wrong. Possibly the Minister for
Lands will explain the position, so that I
may convey to the people T represent the
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faet that everything is veasonable in the
Ainister’s eyes. The Agricultural Bank were
left to pay out the money, and I must say
that T do not at all agree with the bank’s
methods. They paid ont on an acreage hasis,
subject to the reduection I have stated; and
then they handed out amonnts they believed
to be adequate—£6 per month for a married
man with family, and £4 per month for a
single man, Qui of these amounts the set-
tlers had to buy anything required for use
on the farm—rabbit poison, spare parts,
and all other necessarics. The magnificent
sums I have mentioned were supposed to
keep the farmers at work to put in and
take off another erop. In many eases those
sebtlers had not reaped a bushel of wheat
off their emtire holdings. Indeed, over a
large portion of the distriet the average
vield was not more than 1% bushels per
acre. The farmers are growing old.  After
five years of depression, with no prices for
their products, and with machinery which
they cannot keep in proper order, thev are
still considered by the Agrienltwral Bank
Commissioners to be capable of putting in
another crop, and this with worn-out plant
and with no extra grant for spare paris.
They have no hope of doing any -fallowing,
which we know to be necessary., They have
not the plant to do fallowing with; neither
have they the horse strength, or even the
feed required to keep horses in working con-
dition, The amounts granted are tofally in-
adequate, and I consider the Minister for
Lands should have used persuasion with the
Agrienltoral Bank Commissioners to aceord
better treatment to those settlers in the
north-eastern  district—men of the first
gnality as pioneers, and a credit to Western
Australia for the way in which they have
stood up to their troubles. However, these
things eammot go on indefinitely. The set-
tlers are getting tired of seeing their wives
and children without sufficient food of good
quality, and without any comforts what-
ever. It is possible that crops will materi-
alise there this year, but in that event I
fear the Agrieultural Bank Commissioners
will come down with statutory liens and
take all the proeeeds, eventually to dribble
back part of them by way of sustenance as
at present. Not oanly is there the fear that
proceeds will be taken under Seetion 51,
but there is also a dread that inferior chaff
will be sent to the district once more. [
would like the Minister for Lands to explain
that matter, so that I ecan convey to the
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setilers whether it is the hon. gentleman’s
intention new fo celleet the money
hooked up  against them for chaff plus
freight, which latter item greafly helps the
Railway Department. Ts it intended to
make those demands on this year’s crop pro-
ceeds it a c¢rop is obtained?

The Minister for Lands: Inferior chaff
purchased froin other farmers!

Mr., WARNER: [ do not know from
whom the chafl was purchased. I do not
think it would be purchased by the Minister
for his farm, as he is a practical farmer
I ask the Minister not to laugh at these
things, but to listen to them seviously. I
trust he will give wme soine satisfaction in
response to the representations I am mak-
ing. Again, large guantities of water wery
railed into the north-eastern district from
(ioomalling and elsewhere. It was said that
the Government did not charge for the
water.

The Minister for Lands: Bad water too?

Mr. WARNER: The water was all right.
The Minister said he was giving it to the
settlers, but it was not freight free. If the
Governmeni continue to use the Agricul-
tural Bank as at present, the farmer will
have all his proeeeds taken from him, and
then, as I have said, a kttle will be dribbled
back to enable him {o grow more crops. 1
desire to point out to the Minister for Agri-
culture that a grasshopper plague broke out
in my district last year, constituting another
trouble aud another source of loss for the
farming community.

Mr. Marshall:
rood quality?

Mr., WARXNER: Excellent quality. The
hon, member’s district will know about that
in a week or two, unless something is done.
In order to hold the pest back in the carly
stages, the Agricultural Department sup-
plied poisen; bat the farmer had o
supply the petrol for spraying. Seeing
that this can he done only in low gear,
the expense  involved was  consider-
able, This wvear those settlers will be
unable to supply any petrol out of their
allowances of £6 and £4 per month. 1T
hope the Government will not expect far-
mers to mse their own petrol at the cost
of food for their wives and children. I
could touch on many other items, but I do
not wish to detain the House. I shall
let those matters go for the present, as at

Were the grasshoppers

a later stage I shall have another oppor-
tunity of dealing with them. I do frust
that the qitestions I have submitted to the
AMinister for Lands and the Minister for
Agrieulture will reccive attention. I hope
AMnisters  will do  their best to ensure
that more reasonable treatment is accorded
to the sefflers. I have given the Minister
for Lands an opportunity of showing that
the State has done a great deal apart from
what the IFederal Government provided. I
hope the hon. gentleman will explain how
the money has been expended. T refer
again to the chaff for which payment will
be collected by the Government or by the
Agrienltural Bank, and {e the railway
freight on water transported to the dis-
trict.

MR. RODOREDA (Hocbourne) {[813]:
As, no doubt, many members will be deal-
ing with matters of Sfate-wide and worvld-
wide importance, I am going to confine
my remarks to a lew items of importance
mevely to the North-West of this State,
prineipally the shipping facilities and the
road tmansport, Last evening, when on the
Supply Bill, the Leader of the Opposition
attacked the Government for their un-
atithorised expenditure of publie money.
The hon. member expressed great concern
at this practiee of the Government’s; but
of course he knows well that if has been
the custom for vears and will he the cus-
tom for many years to come.

Mr. Doney: Unly when justified by un-
usual urgeney.

Mr. RODOREDMA: The hon. member has
taken the words out of wy mouth. How
on carth could any Government carry on
unless they had the right unanthorised to
expend money when cmergency arose ! But
whatever slight justification the Leader of
the Opposition might have had for his
complaint, he was distinetly unfortunate
in picking on the purchase of a new State
steamer. I can assure him his remarks
will not meet with the general approval of
the people of the North-West, and that
they will rememhber those remarks when
there is another election np there. So I
do not think ecither the Nationalist Party
or the Country Party will be able to steal
our thunder at the next eleetion in the
North.
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position is eatirely wrong in trying to mis-

Mr. Thorn: I thonght von were going to
say you did not think it would be long
hefore that eleetion.

Mr. RODOREDA: It does not interest
me very much what you may think. Be-
side his remarks dealing with the provi-
sion of the new steamer, there were so
many other inaccuracies in the statements
made by the Leader of the Opposition that
I should be failing in my duty if T allowed
them to pass without contradiction. First
of all, he said there was no great hurry
for the provision of this steamer, and then
he said that about half the passengers from
the North came down by motor car.

Hon, C. G. Latham: And by air.

Mr. RODOREDA: Even if vou combine
hoth road traffic and air traffie, the state-
ment is still quite nonsensical.

Hon. C. G, Latham: I notice the Min-
ister does not umse the State steamers very
much when lhe goes up North.

Mr. RODOREDA: T am not concerned
with the Minister’'s mode of travel.

Hon. C. @. Latham: I know there is a
Iot of {raffic over the roads.

Mr. RODOREDA : This matter of getting
accommodation for passengers oecupied my
attention during the early months of this
year practically fo the exclusion of every-
thing else. The member for Kimberley (Mr,
Coverley) and I have heen on four deputa-
tions composed of passengers from the
North-West who were stranded in Perth and
could not possibly get hack North, either
by plane or by steamer,

Hon. C. . Latham: The member for
Swan (Mr. Sampson) was able to make
arrangements for hizs own accommodation,

Mr, RODOREDA : But he went up with
the vice-rezal party, and that was in the
slack period.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You ought to go up
when the meat works employees go.

Mr. Fox: But they go steerage.

Hon. C. G. Latham: They do not; they
go as first-class passengers.

Mr. RODOREDA : When I was up there
electioneering, the same position obtained;
people coming in from the back country had
to wait weeks in their nearest port hefore
getting aceommodation on a hoat leaving
for the South. The manager of the State
steamers knows that this is the position,
and so too does the Minister controlling
the service. We have had innumerable depu-
tations, and numberless requests have heen

sent down by people incommoded for want
of passenger facilities,

Hon. €. G. Latham: Was that last year?

Mr. RODOREDA : Yes, and this year too.
That position will prevail until another
steamer is put on to replace the “Minderoo,”
which was wrecked at Port Hedland.

Hon. C. G. Latham: But you knew that
another ship was to be put on before the
Government ordered a new State steamer.

Mr. RODOREDA: But we do not advo-
eate “black” steamers; we want a new
steamer with a white crew,

Hon, C. G. Latham: Such as they have
at Broome.

Myr. RODOREDA : There is no room for
the complaint of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion about the purchase of a new steamer,
for the Premier in each of the last three
years ‘has promised that as soon as money
was available he would provide an addi-
tional steamer for the coast. The Leader of
the Opposition was perfeetly well awarc of
that.

Hon. C. G. Latham: T did not know it;
I did not know that they had asked for
authority at any time.

Mr, RODOREDA : In any case, it is only
carrying out the Government’s policy, and
so they were perfeectly in order in anticipat-
ing the approval of Parliament in going on
with the provision of this essential steamer
on the coast. The Leader of the Opposition
slso said that the regular boat had been re-
placed.  Actually the regular boat has not
been replaced.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Is there not a boat
called the “Kitchener”?

Mr. RODOREDA : There is 2o boat called
the “Kepong,” which in pmt replaced the
“Minderco.” But she has neither passenger
accommodation nor aeccommodation for
perishable freezer cargo, and I doubt
whether she has ealled at coastal ports on
half a dozen occasions.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You knew it was
impossible for the Government to huy a ship
capable of camving on that trade.

The Minister for Agrienlture: There are
20 ships available.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I understood it was
impossible to get one.

Ar. RODOREDA : Whether or not a ship
was available, the ‘“Minderoo” has not really
been replaced, and will not be replaced untii
Dalgety & Co. get their new boat out here
at the end of the vear. So on those points
alone I contend that the Leader of the Op-
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lend the House, and I commend the Gov-
crnment for their activity in this regard.
It was certainly long delayed, but at the first
opportunity the Government carried out
their promise, for which I eomimend
them. Following on my commendation
of the Government, I now have a com-
plaint to lay against them regarding
shipping facilities on the coast. As
I have pointed out, they are totally in-
adequate. There has been a hig agitation
throughout the North-West, particularly
during the last six wonths, regarding the
inadequacy of shipping facilities, and 1 am
surprised that the elamour has not been more
insistent, Broadly, the position is that the
State Shipping Department admit that they
eannot give a more adequate service with
the plant at their disposal, and approval
has been given to (he opposition line of
steamers for permits for a certain number
of trips to serve the coast when no State
vessel is running. That did not cater for
passengers or cargo, and to overcome the
difficulty, special permils were issued to
boats to make special trips. That is right
enough in its way, but when an insistent
clamour arose for a special trip owing to a
shortage of supplies, a permit was issued too
late to be of any practieal service to the
merchants and others on the coast. 1’rob-
ably the boat would be sailing in three days
after the permit was issned, and conse-
auently very few people conld take advant-
age of it. [ have been endeavouring to
persuade the Minister in ¢harge of shipping
to give a free permit to those bhoats when-
ever desired so that they could serve the
emastal ports, the permit to operate only
until the State Shipping service was in a
position to supply the needs of the North-
West coast with its own hoat. 1 do net
think that is asking too much. The State
Shipping Department admits it eannot pro-
vide the service, and vet the Government
adopt a dog-in-the-manger poliey in that
they will not allow the oppositien line, who
can and are willing te supply the service, to
do so. I made this plea in the House last
session. As a Labour member I do not like
to have to do it. It is against the principles
of the Party, hut 50 also is the granting of
even one permit to these hboats. 1f the Gov-
ernment can do it in one instance, surely the
granting of a permit for about 18 months
would not make much difference! It is easy
for a person to uphold his principles if
somebndy else is suffering. The principles

of the Party are being upheld in Perth to
the inconvenience and detriment of residents
of the North-West. I trust that this matter
will be given further eonsideration. 1 hold
no hrief for the hoats employing black
labour. The sooner they are off the coast
the better, and I will hail with delight the
arrival of the new Stale vessel so that the
State will be in a position adequately to
serve the whole of the North-West with its
own vessel. Another question arises regard-
ing transport in the Novth-West, and that is
the provision of adeguate roads. I have
discussed the natier of what can be done
with the North-West with everyone who has
any knowtedge of or interest in the matter.
Everyvone says, “What are you going to do
with the North-West? THow are you going
to develop it?' Frankly 1 have not the
faintest idea of what we are goning to do
with it: nor has anvone clse with whom T
have discussed the matter any practieal
proposition to put forward. Apparently the
pastoral industry is the only one that will
survive under existing conditions, so far as
we know, There is a vast wealth of mineral
resources to be exploited. Tt may not be in
our time, it may not be this century or next
century, but eventually those resources will
be exploited. So far as T can see, all that
we ean do to develop the Novth-West is, so
far as our resourees will permit, fo provide
reasonably good roads te open up the coun-
try and for general transport. It is almost
impossible to get ahout the country there
during the wet weather, and the approaches
to most of the ports from the hinterland are
practically impassable for months at a time.
A worth-while proposition that presents itself
—and I eommend it to the Government for
investigation—is the provision of a first-class
road heading north from JMeekatharra
towards Marble Bar and thence to the coast;
also feeder roads from that road tn the
ports. It 1= a work of national importance.
Practically the whole of that main road
would run through auriferous, metalliferous,
sheep and eattle country, The transport of
cattle from those huge areas about Rov Hill
and the surrounding district is becoming a
mijor problem.

Alr, Marshall: Side by side with good
road= there, a great asset would he water
supplies,

Mr. RODOREDA : Cattle can be handled
by motor transport. Givenr good roads,
there is no diffieulty at all in travelling
stoek 300 or 400 miles in 24 hours. The
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proposition las been attempted during the
last few years on the ordinary bush roads
with a fair amount of suceess, just enough
to show what could be done if a really
good road were provided. The Govern-
ment, I presume, are looking for works on
whieh the bulk of the money ean he cx-
pended on labour. I commend this propo-
sition to their serious consideration. I have
been informed that a sum of £10,000 is
being made available to start the work.
That is not nearly enough. It was stated
in the Press the other day that abont
£28,000 had been voted for roads in the
North-West. Quite a rumpus was kicked
up in certain directions at the expenditure
of such a large amount. Why, ten times
that amount would noi be anywheve near
sufficient to mect present requirements. On
analysing that amount, we find that roughly
the average per road board is £2,000, and
as some of the road boards have 2500
miles of road to look after, it works out at
less than £1 per wile of road. Conse-
guently, when we get down to an analysis
of the position, the amount is practically
‘negligible. T.et me now make a few remarks
about the incidence of the financial emer-
gency tax. 1 am of opinion that this taxa-
tion or a similar form of taxation must he
confinued. T we are going to balance the
budget and provide all the work poessible
for the unemploved, there is no question
that taxation cannot be lessened. If it is
the insistent demand of this House that
full-time work be provided for ali men,
then there is no other conclusion to he
arrived at than that taxation must be in-
creased.

Mu. Raphael: Quite right.

Mr. RODOREDA : To balange the budget
and provide more money for the unem-
ployed will unquestionably mean inereascd
taxation. People iunsistenfly demand that
full-time work shall be provided for all men,
but do not tell w8 how that is to be done.
The financial emergency tax in its present
form seems to be unfair in its incidence,
Two men on a similar salary, one with a
family and the other without, both pay the
same amount of taxation. All taxation is
inequitable in its incidence, but we could
surely devise some means whereby this par-
ticular tax should not be zo grossly inequit-
able. As we know, in the Tncome Tax Act
we make provision for allowanees for men

with obligations. We do the same thing
when providing the relief worker with occn-
pations. We give more work and more
money to men according to their family
ohligations than we do in other cases. In
the case of the financial emergeney tax, once
we come within its scope we are all on the
same mirk. I hope the Government will
have some proposals to bring forward where-
by the incidence of the fax will be more
equitable,

On motion by Mr. Watts,
Jjourned.

debate ad-

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,200,000.

Returned from fthe Council without

amendment.

House adjowrned at 8.38 p.m,

Aegislative Council,
Thursday, 13th August, 1936.
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The PRESIDEXNT fook the Chair at 4.30
pam., and read prayers,

QUESTION—EDUCATION.
Perth Girls’ School.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE asked the Chief Sec-
retary: In conmection with the building of
the Perth Girls’ School, what was the total
cost of—(a) building; (b) furniture?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: {a)
£73,607: (b)Y (i) Expenditure, £1,682, (ii)
Liabilities, £3,134, Total £4,816.



